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it was accepted by all parties and sanctioned by
public sentiment for more than half a century.

Like Philip II of Spain, who worked twelve
hours a day at the business of being a King, Jack-
son took the duties of his exalted post very seri-
ously. No man had ever accused him of laxness in
public office, civil or military; on the contrary, his
superiors commonly considered themselves fortu-
nate if they could induce or compel Tiim to keep
his energies within reasonable bounds. As Presi-
dent he was not without distressing shortcomings.
He was self-willed, prejudiced, credulous, petulant.
But he was honest, and he was industrious. No
President ever kept a closer watch upon Congress
to see that the rights of the executive were not
invaded or the will of the people thwarted; and
his vigilance was rewarded, not only by his success
in vindicating the independence of the executive
in a conflict whose effects are felt to this day, but
by the very respectable amount of legislation
which he contrived to obtain in the furtherance
of what he believed to be the public welfare.
When a rebellious Congress took the bit in its
teeth, he never hesitated to crack the whip over
its head. Sometimes the pressure was applied
indirectly, but with none the less effect. One of